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Abstract 

 Public journalism or civic journalism is a movement that has taken hold over the last ten years in the USA. 
Public journalism has emerged alongside a revival of interest in civil society and civic participation by improving 
the quality of news coverage, --for example—by replacing coverage of political strategy with analysis of 
substantive issues. In public journalism, public participate in defining their events. According to Broadcasting Law 
No. 32/2002, Indonesian Government owned Radio (RRI) and Indonesian Government owned TV (TVRI) has 
become public broadcasting. As a public broadcasting, the use of public journalism is necessary to move 
government oriented news to public oriented news in both stations’s newsroom. Although, there are some 
conceptual and technical problems in RRI and TVRI, the successful coverage of Saturday's earthquake, May 27, 
2006 in Yogyakarta could be a lesson leraned to develop a model of public journalism in both institutions.   
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